Statement to The Hague Forum, 8-12 February 1999
As written:

CHECK AGAI NST DELI VERY- CHECK AGAI NST DELIVERY

o

I ntervention

by Ms Eveline Herfkens, Mnister for Devdlwepment Cooperation
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands

at the UNFPA/International Forum for the Review and Appraisa
of the Inplenentation of the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Popul ation and Devel opnent (1 CPD)

on 8 February 1999, at 00.15 p.m in the Congress Centre

D stingui shed Executive Director of UNFA Dr Nafis Sadik,
di stingui shed Deputy Secretary general Ms Louise Frechette,
di stingui shed del egates and guests, |adies and gentlenen

First of all I would like to welcome you all to the city of
The Hague and to this Forum As you may know, Ansterdam is our
capital, but The Hague is the seat of our governnment. In 1989
Anst erdam hosted the International Forum on Population in the
Twenty-First Century, organized by UNFPA. This Forum provided
major inputs for the ICPD in Cairo. Now, ten years later, |
hope the The Hague Forum will nake a simlar contribution to a
meani ngful and inspiring first review of the |CPD

W are here to review our experiences, to learn |essons from

t hese experiences and to identify actions to guide us in our
future policy. For the sake of tine, | wll not discuss in
detail our experiences as a bilateral and nultilateral donor
in the area of population and devel opnent. You may read about
that in a brochure we produced for this conference. Its title
is 'Dutch policy and practice in reproductive health' and it
is avail able outside this conference room

I would like to highlight a nunmber of issues which could guide
us in this review

First of all, | would like to restate ny full support for the



| CPD Programme of Action. The major success of the |CPD was
the recognition that if you worry about popul ation, you should
shift your concern to people. Figures show that |CPD was
right. In countries where people and especially wonen have
been able to gain control over their lives, by receiving
education, by inproving their social and economc status and
by gaining nore access to reproductive health services,

popul ati on growth has decli ned.

Second: ny full support for the I1CPD Programe of Action
includes the commtnent to fulfill its financial targets. As
you may know, in 1996 the Netherlands Parlianent carried a
nmotion to allocate 4% of ODA to reproductive health. This
target was net the next year. Unfortunately, we are one of the
few countries who do their share. As the UNFPA report for this
Forum shows, nost donor countries as well as devel oping
countries are dragging their feet when it conmes to financing
the | CPD Programe of Action. | therefore would like to call
on governnents to rethink their position and give the

i npl emrentation of the I1CPD the priority it deserves.

My next point concerns the substance of our reproductive

heal th agenda. Here, | do not envisage major policy changes
over the next few years. The life-cycle approach allows us to
tackle issues on a nulti-sectoral basis. Good nutrition at all
stages of life for a healthy pregnancy and birth and a healthy
baby is crucial. A decent education for girls for at |east
seven years is equally inportant. Within the health sector, we
will continue to focus on the unfinished agenda of nother and
child care, with special enphasis on safe notherhood including
breastfeeding. Famly planning remains an inportant priority.
H v/ AlbS and sexual ly-transmtted diseases will continue to be
hi gh on our agenda.

| believe that particular attention is needed for young

peopl e, unsafe abortion and displaced persons. Youth
constitute nore than half of the world' s popul ation by now
Young people are entitled to good and reliable information and
to user-friendly, integrated services and they should be part



of decision making on these issues. Too many wonen are stil
dying as aresult of unsafe abortions. At the Cairo conference
we urged that this problem be tackled. So far little has been
done, even though the subject is now being addressed in a host
of policy docunents. The tine has cone to take action. |
believe that there are sufficient options that do not involve
interfering wwth the internal affairs of other countries. And
then there is the question of displaced persons and refugees.
For too long, now, their need for good reproductive health
care facilities has been ignored, although it would not take
much to inprove their situation. W plan to tackle this issue
in the near future.

The denial of reproductive and sexual rights is crucial to al
the issues | have just nentioned. Gender inequality prevents
wonen from exercising their rights. Helping wonen to achieve
autonony is one of the main ains of Dutch devel opnent policy.
Transl ating these rather abstract concepts into reality is
hi gh on ny agenda.

A few words on the role of mnmultilateral cooperation. | am a
great believer in nultilateral cooperation, but this does not
mean that we wll provide aid uncritically and
unconditionally. In the field of reproductive health, for
instance, | am keen to see effective partnership and

har noni sati on between UNFPA, UNI CEF and the WHO. The nain
thing is to ensure that harnoni sation and division of
responsibilities are established at country level. The UN
Devel opnent Assi stance Franework offers scope for this. The
Coordinating Commttee on Health, which net for the first tine
in md-1998, can help the three nenber organisations to

har noni se their policies.

Partnership with the Wrld Bank forns an integral part of our
policy. Here too, we will raise our voice in the Board to help
shape its policies.

| should just like to say a brief word about working with
NGOs. ©NGOs and civil society play a crucial role in realising
the ains of Cairo. As | said at the opening of the NGO Forum



on Saturday, we need NGO's in many ways: as advocates, as

| obbyi sts, and as inplenenting partners, especially in new or
controversial areas. Qur policy allows us sufficient |eeway
to work with NGOs, while recognising each other's role and
posi tion.

To sunmari se, we wll go on putting our heart and soul into
making the Cairo Plan of Action a reality. A lot of progress
has been nmade, but the Plan of Action has by no neans been
translated fully into practice. W wll have to pull out al
the stops in order to put the agenda drawn up in 1994 into
operation. Let us not introduce too many new el enents or start
a new debate, but let us carry on with sonething that we know
works, and that we are good at doing.

I wsh us all a good and fruitful meeting.



