Statement to the Hague Forum 8-12 February 1999

As written:

SURINAME

MR PRESIDENT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UNFPA.

DISTINGUISHED HEADS OF STATES AND GOVERNMENT, MINISTERS, LADIES
AND GENTLEMEN.

ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT OF SURI NAME | WOULD LI KE TO EXPRESS
MY GRATI TUDE TO THE UNFPA FOR ORGANI ZI NG AND TO THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE NETHERLANDS FOR HOSTI NG TH S | MPORTANT CONFERENCE.

MR PRESI DENT,

SINCE THE CAl RO- CONFERENCE WE HAVE SEARCH FOR MEANS AND WAYS FOR
THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE RECOMVENDATI ON OF THE PLAN OF ACTI ON.
WE ARE ALSO W TNESS OF DI FFERENT DEVELOPMENTS SUCH AS THE

GLOBALI ZATI ON OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL ECONOMY AND THE FORM NG OF NEW
ECONOM C MEGA BLOCKS. ENVI RONMENTAL | SSUES NEEDS OUR ATTENTI ON
MORE THAN EVER

DESPI TE THESE CHANGES, THE | NTERNATI ONAL COVMMUNITY |S FACED W TH
GREAT CHALLENGES.

WE STILL LIVE IN A WORLD BESET BY | NEQUALI TY AND GREAT | MBALANCES
IN THE DI STRI BUTI ON OF WEALTH AND RESOURCES.

VWH LE WE ARE GATHERED HERE, THE LIVES OF MORE THAN HALF OF THESE
WORLD S POPULATION |'S DOM NATED BY- UNEMPLOYMENT AND THE

| MPGSSI BI LI TY OF ATTAINING DECENT LEVELS OF NUTRITIQN, HOUSI NG
EDUCATI ON AND HEALTH.

MR PRESI DENT,

TODAY WE FOCUS OUR ATTENTI ON ON ANOTHER CRUCI AL PRCBLEM

CONFRONTI NG THE | NTERNATI ONAL COMMUNI TY.

THE WORLD POPULATI ON HAS MORE THAN DOUBLED OVER THE PAST

45 YEARS, AND | S EXPECTED TO REDOUBLE | N THE NEXT 25 YEARS.

TH S ENORMOUS GROMH DEMANDS A SERI QUS ANALYSI S, AS WELL AS
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CAREFUL STUDY OF THE CONSEQUENCES, GENERATED BY IT, SUCH AS

M GRATORY FLOWA5, LARGE URBAN CONCENTRATI ONS AND THE ENORMOUS
DEMANDS CREATED IN THE AREAS OF NUTRITION, HOUSI NG HEALTHCARE AND
EDUCATI ON.

MR PRESI DENT,

THE PREPARATORY MEETINGS TO THE HAGUE FORUM HAVE PRODUCED NMANY
VALUABLE PROPOSALS.

MY GOVERNMENT HAS WELCOMVED THE RESULTS OF THE LATI N- AVERI CAN AND
CARI BBEAN MEETI NGS, WH CH HAS RESULTED IN A FRAVEWORK OF

CONDI TIONS TO CREATE REAL OPPORTUNI TI ES FOR DEVELOPMENT AND TO
GUARANTEE THE | MPROVEMENT OF THE STANDARD OF THE ENJOYMENT OF
HUMANRI GHTS

I  AM PARTI CULARLY CONSCI QUS THAT THESE GOALS CAN ONLY BE REACHED
WHEN THERE | S | NCREASED AGREEMENT ON THE NEED TO MOVE THE

ECONOM C AND THE SOCI AL DI MENSI ON OF DEVELOPMENT FROM THE
SECONDARY PCSI TION | T NOW OCCUPI ES, TO THE FORE FRONT AND TO MAKE
IT A PRINCI PAL AND PERVANENT CONCERN OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL

COWUNI TY.

| NDEED, MY GOVERNMVENT UNDERLI NES THE APPROACH THAT POPULATI ON AND
DEVELOPMENT | SSUES ARE | NTERRELATED, AND THAT THE FORMULATI ON AND
| MPLEMENTATI ON OF POPULATI ON AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS SHOULD BE

| NTEGRATED | NTO THE OVERALL SOCI AL AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT

PLANNI NG

IN TH S RESPECT, My GOVERNMENT SUBSCRI BES TO THE PRI NCl PLE THAT
FORMULATI ON AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF POPULATI ON AND DEVELCPMENT
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PCLI CI ES AND PROGRAMS ARE THE SOVEREI GN RI GHT AND RESPONSI Bl LI TY
CF EACH | NDI VI DUAL COUNTRY, AND THAT ESTABLI SHI NG SEXUAL AND
REPRODUCTI VE HEALTH CARE PROGRAMS DUE ACCOUNT SHOULD BE G VEN TO
THE CULTURAL HERI TAGE, TRADI TI ONS AND NATI ONAL LAWS OF EACH
CQUNTRY.

MR PRESI DENT,

THERE IS A GRON NG COW TMENT OF THE DEVELOPI NG COUNTRIES W TH
RESPECT TO THE | MPORTANCE OF THE HUVAN DI MENSI ON OF DEVELCPMENT,
VWH CH IS OFTEN UNDER STRAIN DUE TO THE CURRENT WORLD ECONOM C AND
SOCI AL SI TUATI ON.

SURI NAME, LI KE MANY OTHER DEVELOPI NG COUNTRIES, FACES SERI QUS
OGBSTACLES I N ACH EVI NG SUSTAI NABLE ECONOM C GROMH AND
DEVELOPMENT WTH A HUMAN AND SOCI AL DI MENSI ON.

WTH N THE CONTEXT OF POPULATI ON AND DEVELOPMENT MY GOVERNMENT |'S
PAYI NG SPECI AL ATTENTI ON TO THE ASPECTS OF M GRATI ON, HEALTH
CARE, GENDER EQUALI TY, REPRCDUCTIVE HEALTH, FAM LY PLANNI NG AND
ADCLESCENT FERTI LI TY.

SINCE MANY YEARS MY COUNTRY EXPERI ENCES, | N PARTI CULAR, A H GH
LEVEL OF EM GRATI ON OF YOUNG AND SKI LLED PEGCPLE.

TH' S "BRAIN DRAIN' CAUSES UNFAVORABLE CONDI TIONS FOR A SUSTAI NED
SOCI AL, ECONOM C AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT AND HAS A NEGATI VE

| MPACT ON THE DI STRI BUTI ON OF KNOALEDGE, SKILLS, STANDARD OF

LI VI NG AND DEVELGPMENT.

PCLI CIES TO PROMOTE REM GRATI ON OF NATIONALS IN ORDER TO M NIM ZE
TH' S "BRAIN DRAIN' AND TO CORRECT THE | MBALANCES CREATED IN OUR
SKI LLED LABOR FORCE, SO FAR HAVE NOT YET MET THE EXPECTATI ONS.
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MR, PRESI DENT,
FULL PARTI CI PATION OF WOMVEN I N ALL SPHERES OF ACTIVITIES IS ONE

OF THE PRI NCI PLE OBJECTI VES OF THE SURI NAMESE GOVERNVENT.

OUR APPROACH OF WOVEN S PARTI Cl PATI ON | N DEVELOPMENT, UNDERSCORES
THEI R | MPORTANT ROLE IN THE ECONOM C, SCCI AL, PCLITI CAL AND
CULTURAL PROCESS.

WE ARE, |NDEED, OF THE VI EW THAT THE ADVANCEMENT OF GENDER

EQU TY, EQUALITY AND THE EMPONERMENT OF WOMEN, AS WELL AS THE
ELI M NATI ON OF VI OLENCE AGAI NST WOMVEN, THE GUARANTEEI NG OF
WOMEN S RIGHTS, | NCLUDI NG THEI R REPRODUCTI VE RI GATS, AND A FULL
PARTNERSH P BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN ON ALL LEVELS CONSTI TUTE THE
BASI C PI LLARS OF POPULATI ON AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS.

IN THE PAST FIVE YEARS WE HAVE NMADE PROGRESS ON THE FI ELD OF
GENDER EQUALITY, EQUITY AND EMPONERMVENT OF WOVEN.

IN ORDER TO FACI LI TATE THE | MPLEMENTATI ON THE BEI JI NG

"PLATFORM FOR ACTI ON' THE GOVERNMVENT HAS STARTED AN | NTENSI| VE
SCHEME W TH ARUBA AND THE NETHERLANDS ANTI LLI ES.

AT THE SAME Tl ME REG ONAL COOPERATI ON HAS BEEN STRENGTHEN, NAMELY
IN RELATION TO THE CARI COM "PLAN OF ACTION' IN WH CH

THE EMPONERMENT OF WOMEN IN ALL ASPECTS HAS BEEN | DENTI FI ED AS
ONE OF THE MAJOR GOALS.

IT IS WORTHWH LE TO MENTI ON THAT THE GOVERNMVENT OF SURI NAME HAS
EMBARKED UPON AN ALL ENCOVPASSI NG CGENDERPOLICY. TH'S PCQLICY IS
BASED ON TWO TRACKS.

THE FI RST TRACK WAS DI RECTED TOMRDS | NSTI TUTI ONAL STRENGHTEN NG

AS SUCH WE HAVE SET UP A "NATI ONAL NMACHI NERY" CALLED THE NATI ONAL
GENDERBUREAU.
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AMONG | TS RESPONSI BILITY IS THE COORDI NATI ON OF PROQIECTS, IN THE
CONTEXT WHEREOF CGENERAL CRI TERIA HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED TO ASSES
PROQJECTS.

OTHER | MPORTANT RESPONSI Bl LI TIES ARE RELATED TO THE:

1. COORDI NATI ON° AND MONI TORI NG BROAD- BASED PLANNI NG OF NATI ONAL
ACTIONS, THERE IS A SHORTAGE OF QUALI FI ED WORKERS,

2. COLLECTI NG METHODOLOG CAL  UNI FORM STATI STI CAL  DATA, RELEVANT
FOR UNDERTAKI NG CONCENTRATED ACTI ONS FOR THE FORMULATI ON OF
AN | NTEGRATED POPULATI ON PQLI CY;

3. SET UP A GOOD | NFORVATI ON SYSTEM Al MED AT THE DI SCUSSI ON OF
THE GENDER-1 SSUE AT THE NATI ONAL LEVEL.

HONEVER SPEEDY | MPLEMENTATI ON |'S CURRENTLY HAMPERED DUE TO A LACK
OF NECESSARY FI NANCI AL RESOURCES.

THE SECOND TRACK IS THE GUARANTEEI NG EDUCATI QN, ESPECI ALLY FOR

G RLS AND FEMALE ADCLESCENTS, AS THERE IS PROOF OVER THE WORLD
THAT THE EDUCATI ONAL LEVEL OF WOVEN HAS GREAT | NFLUENCE ON THEI R
APPROACH TO FAM LY PLANNING ON THEIR SEXUAL BEHAVI OR, THEIR
HEALTH CONDI TI ON I N GENERAL AND THE HEALTH OF THEI R CHI LDREN AND
FAM LY, THEI R FIRST PREGNANCY, THE SPACI NG OF THEI R PREGNANCI ES
AN THE QUALITY OF THEI R PARENTHOCD.

MR PRESI DENT,

THE GOVERNMVENT OF SURINAME |S OF THE OPINION THAT ALL | NDI VI DUALS
ESPECI ALLY THE POCREST STRATA, HAVE THE RI GHT TO | NFORVATI ON ON
AND ACCESS TO FAM LYPLANNI NG AND SOCI AL AND MEDI CAL SERVI CES.

THE ENJOYMENT OF TH S RI GHT COULD BE BEST GUARANTEED BY A PQOLI CY
VWH CH | NCREASI NGLY MAKES SAFE, EFFECTIVE AND AFFORDABLE METHCDS
OF CONTRACEPTI ON AVAI LABLE WH CH PROMOTES RESPONSI BLE PARENTHOCD,
I NCLUDI NG THE PREVENTI ON OF UNWANTED PREGNANCI ES.
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I N SURI NAME SI GNI FI CANT ACHI EVEMENTS HAVE BEEN ACCOWPLI SHED I N
THE FIELD OF FAM LY PLANNING AND THERE IS A FRU TFUL COOPERATI ON
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND THE FAM LY PLANNI NG ASSOCI ATI ON,

STI CHTI NG "LOBI"

MR PRESI DENT
VWE ARE ALL AWARE THAT GOVERNMENTS DO NOTT HAVE AN EASY TASK I N

THEI R STRIVE TO BOOST OVERALL DEVELOPMENT FOR ALL STRATA IN THEIR
SOCI ETIES. FACED WTH THE PCLI TI CAL WLL TO GUARANTEE A DECENT
LEVEL OF NUTRITIQN, HOUSI NG EDUCATI ON AND HEALTH FOR OUR

PCPULATI ON AND TO | MPLEMENT POLICIES WTH RESPECT TO A LONG TERM
DEVELOPMENT OF OUR COUNTRIES, WE WLL OFTEN BE PLACED FOR

DI LEMVAS | N PAYI NG SPECI AL ATTENTI ON TO SPECI AL GROUPS I N OUR
SOCI ETIES, TO WH CH OUR YOUTH BELONGS

IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF APPROPRI ATE POLICI ES DUE ACCOUNT HAS TO BE
TAKEN OF THE DEVELOPMENTS TAKEN PLACE AT ALL LEVELS DUE TO THE
PROCESS OF GLOBALI ZATION, VWH CH HAVE A NEGATI VE | MPACT ON THE
SOCI AL, ECONOM C, CULTURAL AND PCLI TI CAL CONDI TIONS OF QUR
COUNTRI ES AND, PARTI CULARLY ON THE DEVELOPMENTAL PERSPECTI VES OF
QUR YOUTH

TODAY, WE ARE ALSO CONFRONTED W TH TECHNOLOG CAL DEVELOPMENTS,
VWH CH NOT ONLY PROVI DE EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITIES IN TERMS OF

ACQUI R NG KNOALEDGE BUT SADLY ENOUGH ALSO AN | NHERENT RI SK ON THE
SOCI AL DEVELOPMENT OF OUR YQUTH.

THE UNCENSCRED AVAI LABI LI TY OF | NFORVATI ON ON SEX AND SEXUAL
BEHAVI CR ON THE | NTERNED, | NCORPORATES A RI SK FOR AN
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| RRESPONSI BLE LI FESTYLE AS WELL AS FOR THE HEALTH SI TUATI ON OF
OUR PECPLE, PARTICULARLY OF QUR YQOUTH.

IN OQUR EFFORTS TO PROMOTE A HEALTHY DEVELCPMENT OF THE LI FE-STYLE
OF QUR CHI LDREN, GOVERNMENTS SHOULD SEEK TO DEVELOP AND | MPLEMENT
LEG SLATI VE MEASURES TO PREVENT ANY FORM OF M SUSE OF TH S FORM
OF TECHNOLOGY W THOUT IN ANY RESPECT JECPARDI ZI NG THE FUNDAMENTAL
RI GHT OF FREE EXPRESSI ON.

W TH SUPPORT FROM THE UNFPA A NMAJOR PROGRAM FOCUSED AT
ADCLESCENTS, 1S ABOQUT TO START.

WE ARE HONORED THAT SURI NAME HAS BEEN CHOSEN FOR THI'S MODEL- PI LOT
APPROACH TO REALLY REACHI NG THE ADCLESCENTS.

COGNI ZANT OF THE | MPORTANCE OF THE YOUTH FOR THE SOCI AL ECONOM C
AND PQOLI TI CAL DEVELOPMENT FOR OUR COUNTRY, THE GOVERNMVENT OF THE
REPUBLI C OF SURI NAME HAS RECENTLY | NSTALLED A H GH LEVEL STEERI NG

GROUP ON YOUTH PQLI CY.
THE STEERING GROUP | S ENTRUSTED W TH THE TASK TO FORMULATE AN

| NTEGRATED YOUTHPQOLI CY

MR PRESI DENT,

THE BASI C HEALTH POLICY I N SURINAME IS | MPLEMENTED ON THE

PREM SES THAT HEALTH SERVI CES SHOULD BE AVAI LABLE, AFFORDABLE AND
ACCEPTABLE TO THE POPULATION, WTH EMPHASI S ON THE DEVELCOPMENT OF
THE PRI MARY HEALTH CARE. | AM PROUD TO STATE THAT 85% OF THE
POPULATI ON HAS ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE AND SERVI CES THROUGH HEALTH
I NSURANCE SYSTEM
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MR PRESI DENT,
ALTHOUGH POPULATI ON | SSUES I N SURI NAVE ARE NOT YET COVPLETELY

DEFINED IN TERMS OF AN | NTEGRATED FRAVEWORK OF DI VERS

MJULTI SECTORAL ASPECTS OF DEMOGRAPHY AND DEVELCPMENT, |IT IS THE
I NTENTION OF MY GOVERNVENT TO COVE TO A COVPREHENSI VE, MJLTI -
SECTORAL APPROACH OF PCPULATI ON AND DEVELOPMENT, AND TO ENSURE
THAT POPULATI ON PCLI CI ES ARE CLOSELY | NCORPCRATED I N ALL MULTI -
ANNUAL AND SECTORAL DEVELCPMENT PLANS AND PROGRAMS, TAKI NG DUE
REGARD OF THE STRONG LI NKAGES BETWEEN POPULATI ON, RESOURCES,
ENVI RONVENT AND DEVELOPIMVENT.

MY GOVERNMENT WLL CONTINUE TO GVE HGH PRORITY TO THE HUVAN
DI MENSI ON OF DEVELCPMENT, SINCE IT IS AWARE THAT BY PLACI NG THE
HUVAN BEING I N THE CENTER, A VI TAL CONTRI BUTI ON CAN BE MADE
TOMRDS OUR COMMON GOAL OF SUSTAI NABLE DEVELOPMENT.

MR PRESI DENT,

VWE ARE AWARE OF THE | MMENSE POTENTI AL THAT GOOD WLL AND
DETERM NATI ON CAN OFFER TO THE CGENUI NE UNI VERSALLY OF THE GOALS

OF POPULATI ON AND DEVELOGPIMENT.

THE LACK OF PQLITICAL COW TMENT HAS TOO OFTEN I N H STORY CREATED
SERI QUS HUVAN NEGLECT.

IN TH'S LIGHT, | WOULD LIKE TO STRESS THAT TH S CONFERENCE
REPRESENTS BOTH THE POLITICAL WLL OF THE COUNTRI ES

AND THE CAPACITY OF THE UNI TED NATIONS TO ENSURE THE

| MPLEMENTATI ON, FOLLOW UP AND COCRDI NATION OF A PROGRAM VH CH

Al MS AT BRI NG NG ABOUT REAL AND CREATI VE CHANGES I N THE CONCEPT
OF HUVAN DEVELOPMENT AND | NTERNATI ONAL COCPERATI ON.
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THE CHALLENGE W TH WHI CH OUR COUNTRI ES HAVE BEEN CONFRONTED IS TO
| MPLEMENT THE RECOMVENDATI ONS: A CHALLENGE RESULTANT

FROM THE FACT THAT MOST OF OUR COUNTRI ES AT TI MES FACE

UNCERTAI NTY WTH REGARD TO THE NECESSARY FI NANCI AL RESOURCES FOR
AN EFFECTI VE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF AGREED ACTIONS, DESPI TE THE FACT
THAT THE POLITICAL WLL TO EXECUTE THE RELEVANT COWM TMENTS HAS
BEEN | N PLACE.

ANOTHER FACTOR THAT SERI QUSLY HAVPERS AN EFFECTI VE | MPLEMENTATI ON
DERI VES FROM THE FACT THAT THE | NTERNATI ONAL COWMUNI TY HAS OFTEN
FAILED TO PROVI DE THE NECESSARY NEW AND ADDI TI ONAL FI NANCI AL
MEANS' FOR VARI QUS DEVELOPMENTAL EFFORTS OF OUR COUNTRI ES.

VWE SI NCERELY HOPE THAT THE OUTCOVE OF TH S CONFERENCE WLL FORM
ANOTHER M LESTONE IN OQUR COMMON PURSUI T TO BRI NG JOY AND

HAPPI NESS AND TO CREATE A BETTER STANDARD OF LIVING FOR QUR
PECPLES.

THANK YOU, MR PRESI DENT.
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